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In the late 90's when The Evergreen State College was conducting a feasibility study for creating what eventually would become the college's Center for Community-Based Learning and Action, a survey of all staff and faculty discovered that over 80% of TESC employees were engaged in some type of community volunteer service (self-defined). Evergreen is unique in many ways, including this percentage of community service that is quite a bit higher than the national average (about 35%).

As many at the college and in the local community know, Carolyn's career has exemplified how collaborative learning and low-key leadership both empowered students and helped bridge ideological, political and economic differences in her many public service volunteer initiatives. Both her pedagogical and civic engagement praxes have roots back to when we met at the University of Washington in 1966. Our class in the Masters of Urban Planning graduate program challenged the male-dominated/engineering-focused/top-down paradigm of urban planning and insisted in the inclusion of courses in anthropology, social work and human services as a part of our graduate curriculum. For the two of us and most of our classmates, Dr. King's murder two months before our graduation solidified our life trajectories of service. While I joined the Peace Corps, Carolyn became the first woman to complete a Ph.D. in the UW Department of Urban Planning. Then we were both invited to join the faculty at The Evergreen State College (Carolyn in 1971; Russ in 1972) and the rest is Carolyn's (and our) history as citizen/scholar/activists.

As soon as Carolyn arrived in Olympia, she immersed herself (and her students) in local environmental and citizen participation issues. In the 1970's she stimulated the formation of the Cooper Point Association, chaired the Thurston County Shoreline Master Plan Committee, was a founding member of the county's Agricultural Advisory Committee and served on the County Planning Commission. She usually ended up as chairperson of every committee she served on. (Later, when she joined the Olympia Rose Society to learn about growing roses in our garden, she was asked to be chairperson soon after joining. She tried to resist, stating "I don't know anything about roses." The veterans in the organization responded, "You don't need to know about roses; we just need someone who knows how to chair an organization and run our meetings." She couldn't argue against that!)

Over the past thirty years, Carolyn's civic involvement has focused on the preservation of natural resource areas and the promotion of libraries as a foundation of our democracy. In the latter, she served for over 15 years as member of the five-county Timberland Regional Library Board and later as a member of the Regional Library's Foundation (many years as chair in both). Her scholarship and research on protected natural areas and habitat protection for bears and wolverines led her to being on the Board of Directors of Vital Ground (a national land trust protecting critical habitat for grizzly bears), the Washington National Park Fund and a governor appointment as a representative of the environmental community on the Washington State Forest Practices Board.

When Carolyn was diagnosed with her brain tumor that affected some of her cognitive and visual (reading) abilities, she decided to resign from two of the four boards that she had been serving on at the time. But in our discussions on how to navigate this new reality in our lives, we agreed that she needed to maintain as much of her community service commitment as possible. Carolyn decided to continue her participation on the boards of Vital Ground (see Oct 18th Update) and the Washington National Park Fund.

On January 11th, we made it to Seattle so she could attend the WNPF Board Meeting. At the conclusion of the three and a half-hour meeting, the Chair of the Board stood and gave a short speech acknowledging Carolyn's 40-year history of love and use of the North Cascades, Olympic and Mount Rainier National Parks and her service on the Washington National Parks Fund Board of Directors. While the specifics are still being determined, he announced that the Fund would honor Carolyn by designating an annual science research grant or scholarship to one of the Washington Parks in her name.

PS: This essay on Public Service was meant to be posted during Martin Luther King Jr week. However, for the past six days we have been without electrical power or (until three days ago) an ability to get out of our driveway. We know that many of our NW colleagues also are or have been without power or the ability to take a shower, so we've lost a valuable week of volunteer service! We also know that most of our friends are within the 80% (and, in the new vernacular, the 99%). Thanks for your service for democracy, humanity, justice and the environment!

